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I.—Fore1cn Potirics. 


Tar Bangavasi | Calcutta} of the 20th June has the following :— 

A most dreadful and horrible affair! The 
news sends a thrill of horror through the entire 
system and paralyses the body. A king murdered, a queen murdered, the 
queen’s brother murdered, her two sisters murdered, the king’s councillor 
murdered, a General murdered, a prime minister murdered, a couple of 
ministers murdered, a dozen members of the king’s body-guard murdered. 
What cruel and diabolical acts! What a revolution, as dire asa universal 
cataclysm, in highly civilised Europe! And such a dire revolution to occur 
not in a savage and barbarous African state, not among the cannibal inhabi- 
tants of Honolulu or Otaheite, but in enlightened and Christian Servia! One 
cannot trust one’s eyes or ears even if one sees it or hears of it. Well might 
one ask if it is something which one is really seeing and not a dream after all. 


The Servian murders. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


2. The Pabna correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 11th June 

* dia tes asks the authorities of the Police Department to 

ae oo ece district. _- Yemove the present worthless Sub-Inspector of the 

Pabna thana and send a better man in his place, 

The Sub-Inspector failed to trace the thief in the casein which property 

belonging to Babu Bipin Chandra Pal was stolen, although a scarf belonging to 

the thief and marked with a dhobi’s mark fell into the hands of the police, Also 

in the case of the murder of a child near the Pabna bazar, the police failed 

to secure a conviction of the accused, although strong evidence existed to 
prove the man’s guilt. 

3. Referring to the —— case, the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 18th 

une says :— 

It s impossible to conceive of anything more 
scandalous than the conduct of the police of Calcutta as revealed by this 
case. The police of Calcutta are the supporters of cheats and dacoits! 
It is hoped ,that the Government will make a searching investigation 
without any delay. 

The Bengal Government has recommended a larger appointment of 
European Constables as Inspectors of Police. But it is to be hoped that the 
Government will take into its consideration the misdeeds of many of the 


Kuropean Superintendents of the Calcutta Police before taking any steps in this 
direction. 


The Calcutta Police. 


4. The same paper says that one Nechra Naslya of taluk Golna 
_ * under thana Jaldhaka in the Rangpur district has 
the Rengwar disteict. Ppression in made a complaint to the Subdivisional Officer of 


Nilphamari, alleging that Babu Pyari Mohan Pal, 
Sub-Inspector of the Jaldhaka police-station, with two constables, one panchayet, 


and a few chaukidars, made a search of his house while investigating a case of 
theft, and that, not finding the stolen property in the house, they kept him in 


A case of police o 


confinement 


Rs. 25 for paying them as illegal gratification. 
he was elena. © ga! gratiucation. On the payment of this eum 


a 


0. The same paper phe two letters from two villages in the 


Phe disithkace ymensingh and Burdwan districts containing 
Se descriptions, similar to those which have appeared 
2. previous issues, of the oppressions which are committed by cheaters, 
panchayets, &c., on poor people, the hardship that is caused by enhancemente 


of the chaukidari-tax, and the evils which characterise the present chaukidari 
system. 


6. <A correspondent of the Hitavadi {Calcutta of the 19th June says that 
i Mr. J. N. Gupta, the District Magistrate of 
Bankura district. "~~ -—Ss Bankura, has done a great service to the Maliarha 
village within his jurisdiction by including the 

names of a number of local budmashes in the C. form and taking from them 
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bail-bonds for good behaviour. But one of the foremost among the budmashes 
has succeeded in eluding his grasp. This man is now intimidating the villagers 
who gave evidence against his mates, and extorting money from them. Tho 
attention of the worthy District Magistrate is drawn to the matter. | 
7. The same paper says that the culprits in the murder case which 
recently occurred in the Ajjaspur village within 
an murder case in the Hooghly the Serampore subdivision of the Hooghly district 
istrict. ° » & 6 
are still at large. The Subdivisional Officer of 
Serampore has, in his judgment in the case, said that the villagers have made 
‘a conspiracy among themselves not to disclose anything concerning the murder, 
both because the murdered man was not an inhabitant of the village, and 
because a brother of the head clerk of a local mill, in which most of tho. 
villagers earn their livelihood, is implicated in the case. ‘The police, however, 
ought not to remain inactive in the matter, and vigorous efforts should be 
made to hunt out the culprits and bring them to justice, 
8. Referring to the case in which Babu Purna Chandra Lahiri, a detective 
Inspector of the Calcutta Police, has brought to 
the Calentta Police and black- Jight a gay of blackmailing and oppression 


iling in Calcutta. ° i l 
ee ee practised by budmashes on innocent walkers in the 


_ Maidan with the help of police contsables and women of bad character, and in 


which a police constable, a woman named Lakshia, and some budmashes have 
been arrested, the same paper says that the cuse conclusively proves that there 
has been a recrudescence of budmasht in the town with the help of police 
servants. Whether it takes the form of the Maidan affair, of a roadside sale, 
or of fortune-telling, no deceit can go on in Calcutta without the help of police 
servants. Does the Police Commissioner know how many Eurasian men and 
women are every day plying the infernal trade of which Lakshia and others 
have been aceused, and how many European police officers of high position 
help and abet them in their crime? He should be careful in selecting the 
officer to whom the charge of inquiring into the matter is entrusted. ; 

9. The [People and Prativasi [Calcutta} of the 19th June has the follow- 


Police reform. ing in its Englis columns — 


MOUNTAIN IN LABOUR. 


We wonder what on earth could be the object of Government in defer- 


ring any longer the publication of the report of the Police Commission. As_ 
the reader knows, the Advocate of India has already published what purports to 


be a forecast of the recommendations made by the Commission, and the same 
forecast, in spite of the contradiction which it has since received, has filled the 
mind of the people with a feeling bordering upon consternation. When the 
Police Commissicn was ushered into existence amidst the flourish of trumpets, 
the flying of banners, and the roll of drums, it was generally believed—owing, 
it might be, to Sir John Woodburn’s denunciation of police corruption in the 
Viceroy’s Legislative Council—that the object by which the Government was 
inspired was to put an end to the peculation and corruption that were so much 
rife in the ranks of the police, How that object can be gained by raising the 
pay of the District Superintendent of Police and the higher official ranks 


generally at an outlay of three crores of rupees, and by giving Police inspector- 


ships to European Constables, as the Bengal Government has lately been doing, 
indeed passeth our comprehension. We remember that whilst the Commission - 
was as yet sitting and nobody knew what direction was likely to be tuken by 
its recommendations, the United India of Madras, which is edited by that veteran 
and esteemed Madras journalist, Mr. Subramaniya Iyer, predicted that the result — 
of the whole pother would be an increase in the European element in the Police 
Department, and the multiplication of the emoluments already enjoyed by 
European police officers. If the forecast that has appeared be not devoid of all 
foundation in fact, we must say that our contemporary’s prediction has come 


true, and his disbelief in the sincerity of certain men in high places has been 


fully justified. 1f it was at all necessary to increase the pay of the police, the 


Increase should have begun at the bottom—with Sub-Inspectors, Head Con- 


stables, etc.— the occupants of which are paid on a scale which scarcely suffices 
to enable them to make both ends meet, and which, coupled with the obliga- 


\ 
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is imposed upon them of keeping horses and ministering to the 
poo oa | the figher officials during the touring seasons, often drives them to 
corruption in spite of themselves. If they were paid on a more decent scale, and 
+f a little more discrimination was exercised in the recruitment of these officers, 
there would be far less corruption among them than there is justnow. Man 
for man, the Indian Police Sub-Inspector is of & more respectable parentage 


and birth than his European Superintendent, and if he goes wrong and helps 


himself to money which he does not honestly earn, it 1s because it is tacit 
understood between him and his employers, who pay him ona scale at whic 
the merest clerk would turn up his nose, that he was welcome to supplement 
his legitimate income by any amount of “ pickings ” that might come his way. 
But whilst it is poor pay which drives their Indian subordinates to “ ways that 
are dark and tricks that are vain,” the same incentive to corruption cannot be 
said to exist in the case of Police Superintendents and others, who receive 
handsome salaries (a good deal more than many of them are worth) and yet 
are not above appropriating to themselves the J onathan s portion of the ill- 
gotten spoil of their Indian subordinates, We are referring to the maskabari 
system, which has lately been brought into prominence by some of our contem- 
poraries, who have shown that the Police Superintendents come in for the lion’s 
share of this maskabart, If Police Superintendents receive illegal gratification, it 
is not because of the smallness of their pay, but because they are possessed with 
an itching palm which must needs be greased by others, even when their pay was 
enough to enrich them beyond the dreams of avarice. What earthly purpose 
would then be served by increasing their emoluments? Are the authorities 
anxious to conform to the well-known doctrine preached by Christ—“ To him 
who has much will be given, and from him who has little will be taken away 
that little which he has?” It is impossible to understand their policy on any 
other assumption. If the above represents all the good. which the Police Com- 
mission proposes to do us, we must say that a mountain in labour has produced 
a mouse and the public of this country have been “‘ gammoned ” and sold. 


10. The People and Prativast (Calcutta] of the 20th June contains the 
following paragraph in its English columns :— 

It has been brought to our notice by persons 
who are not supposed to talk at random that while 
the grog-shops are punctually closed at 9 P.M., there is invariably some house of 
ill-fame situated close by, where a sufficient supply is laid in, and where a 
customer can get liquor at any hour after the shops are closed. ‘Thus the stern 
measures taken by the Commissioner of Police are alleged to have only resulted 
in the benefit of those who participate in such illicit sale, We publish this 
eg in the hope that it will attract the notice of our lynx-eyed Commissioner 
of Poiice. 

11. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 20th June is sorry that the 

Calcutta Police extort a good amount of bribe 
eee from such grog-shop keepers as keep their shops 
' open after nine at night. The authorities should 
direct their atténtion to the matter. | 

12. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 20th June says:— 


A few daring dacoities were recently com- 
mitted in Sinthi and the neighbouring villages 
in the 24-Parganas. In some of these cases the 
dacoits committed great cruelty. A great deal is being said about the work ot 
the Police Commission, yet in practice the police utterly fail to suppress 
these dacoities, The disarmed people have not even the means of protecting 
Sennen. They are indeed living very happily under a benign Govern- 

ent. : ae 

13. The Nava Yvg [Calcutta] of the 20th June draws the attention of 
_ the Police Commissioner of Calcutta to the practice 
keepers in Calcutta. widely prevalent among the shop-keepers of the 

town, of cheating customers by the use of short 
weights. One day, .the writer went to purchase some vegetable in Nutan 
Bazar mm Jorasanko. The vendor used short weights and the writer, on 
detecting the deception, drew the attention of a constable who was standing by 
and asked him to arrest the vendor. The constable told the writer to get a 
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summons issued against him before he could be arrested. The vendor in self. 
defence told the writer that he had to pay Rs. 40 a month to the Police 
and he could make no profit in his business, after such payment, if he did not 
cheat his customers, The Police Commissioner should take measures to check 
this evil. 

14, A correspondent writing in the Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 20h 
June says :— 

One Nafar Chandra Mandal, of Nalta, a vil 
in the Howrah district, was coming home one night witha parcel contsaini 
valuable things. On the highway he was set upon by four men who beat 
him until he fainted away. When consciousness returned, he sought the 

rotection of certain gentlemen of a neighbouring village, who attended to hig 

injuries and reported the occurrence to the police. But the police have not yet 
been able to apprehend the robbers. 


A case of highway robbery. 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


15. The Murshidabad Hitaishi {Murshidabad] of the 17th June says that 
de. Gai ot mbites the = known . peter no within 9 limits of 
e Collector of Murshidabac the Berhampore Municipality in the Murshidabad 
ll Agen — district is : Government "Uhes mahal. Lately 
there was a fire in that place, and many houses and 
huts belonging to the residents were burnt down. The Collector, Mr. Carey, 
instead of sympathising with the homeless sufferers, has been trying to take 
advantage of their misfortune by demanding from them new kabuliyais, the 
terms of which are calculated to deprive them of mghts which they have been 
enjoying for more than sixty years. He has prohibited, quite unlawfully, 
the re-erection of houses and huts on lands the owners of which refuse to 
execute the new kabuliyat. He has asked under-tenants not to pay rent to 
superior tenants, but to pay it directly to Government, as Government, he says, 
will not henceforward recognise sub-leases in the mahal, although the right of 
sub-lease has been enjoyed by the tenants from a very longtime. The Collec- 
tor has also expressed an intention of taking forcible possession of the lands of 
tenants who do not execute the new kabuliayat. The land belonging to one 
Babu Lal Bandwalla, who had been in possession of it for a long time, was 
verbally transferred by the Collector to one Rai Charan Babu, though the 
latter did not ask for it. Babu Lal was prohibited, on pain of being sent to 
hajut, from reconstructing any building on it. But as Babu Lal was not 
willing to give up his long-standing right so easily, he built a pucka wall on 
the land. His action was reported to Mr. Carey, and the latter ordered his 
prosecution under section 447 of the Indian Penal Code. 

The tenants of the khas mahal sent a telegram to the Lieutenant-Governor 
complaining of Mr. Carey’s actions, and have submitted a memorial to His 
Honour through the Divisional Commissioner. 

If a private zamindar had treated his raiyats in the manner in which 
Mr. Carey has been treating the Gorabazar khas mahal tenants and the ratyats 
had brought their zamindar’s conduct to the notice of the authorities, what 
would Government have said to the zamindar? Would not the police have 
come forward to bind down such a zamindar for good behaviour ? ; 

Considering the lieavy settlement work that is going on in the Murshid- 
abad district, it is highly desirable that the Divisional Commissioner should 
locate his head-quarters for the time at Berhampore. That would afford poor 
raiyats, an opportunity of representing their grievances to him, which, m 
many cases, they cannot do if he remains at a distance. | 

16. In continuation of its remarks on the action of Mr. o—_ - 

. _.., ,, Magistrate of Chittagong, in giving preference 
oe tt Ot Se elie caiiidecs while dintaiine of the’ offices in the 
ministerial establishment under him, the 4y 

{ Chittagong] of the 18th June writes as follows:— a 

Mr. Geake has removed Pranhari Babu, the accountant, and has appointed 
in his place a young man hailing from a different district in preference. 
two officers ‘who are men of mature years, and ate natives of this district. 
Babu Jagat Chandra Das, the head clerk, is neither an old man nor 4 


er 
{ 
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-- valid. vet he is being removed on the plea that his knowledge of English, 
~~ "oa aed sufficient, is now found to: be defective. Durga Das 
Babu, the accountant, who looks quite capable of work, has been refused an 
extension of service for ten months, although another officer, an outsider, has 
been granted an extension in spite of the fact that he is older than Durga Das 
me 7. Acorrespondent of the Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 18th June says :— 
Babu Ashutosh Ganguli, the panchayet of 
Presents to Deputy Magistrates Circle No, 4, under thana Mahamudpur in the 
ao Jessore district, sent a basket of fruits aud other 
eatables to the Deputy Magistrate of Magura. The writer cannot say 
definitely whether the presents were accepted .in this particular instance, but 
the making of presents to rg A Magistrates has become very common in 
the mufassal. At least for the sake of decency, if not for anything else, the 
Deputy Magistrates should refrain from accepting such presents. 
18. The Bangavasi a of the 20th June says:— 
eine colutink to celninal peo r. Thomson, the District Magistrate of 
seduce laid down by the Magis. Mymensingh, has framed half-a-dozen rules relating 
trate of Mymensingh. to the procedure to be observed by the Deputy 
Magistrates, subordinate to him, in the trial of criminal cases. One of the 
rules directs that should any party in any case under section 145 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure fail to appear with his witnesses, judgment should be 
given against that party. Whoever brings in his witnesses shall win, no 
matter whether or not his cause is true or just. Surely nothing can be more 
judicious and reasonable than such a rule! 
19. The Basumati {Calcutta} of the 20th June says :— 
Babu Shyama Charan Mitra, the Sheristadar 
th peg Ak 8 ae of the Sub-Judge of ‘Khulna, died of the plague. 


Two sons, one sister, and one daughter of the 


deceased also died of the same disease. The family was left utterly destitute. 
Mr. Samman, the District Judge, has kindly appointed Babu Surendra Kumar 
Mitra, B.4., a nephew of the deceased, to succeed him in the post of Sheristadar. 
The people of Rh 

Judge. A small act of kindness often wins the heart of the people of this 
country. There is perhaps no other people who are more easily pleased, yet 
the high officials of the Government consider it quite superfluous to try to gain 
the affections of the Indians. 

20. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 20th June says that the. circular 

Interference with the indepen. recently issued by Mr. Thomson, Magistrate of 
dence of judicial officers in My- Mymensingh, to all De uty Magistrates under him, 
paige affords an instance of the way in which European 
Civilians nowadays issue improper orders to their subordinate Deputies 
~— even interfere with their judicial independence. The circular runs as 

ows :— 

_ (1) The officer receiving complaints should make a very careful examina- 
tion of the complainant and freely exercise his power of dismissal under section 
203, Criminal Procedure Code, Every extra hour spent on this will save at 
least a day of some Court’s time. 

(2) In summons cases adjournments should be avoided. The order. on 
the complaint should be for the accused to appear with his witnesses; on the 
date fixed no adjournment should be ontlecsie allowed except on the ground 
that some witness for whom either the complainant or the accused has filed 

talabana ” for summonses in reasonable time is absent. The present practice 
followed by many Courts of allowing subsidiary list of witnesses to be filed by 
complainant, of adjourning the case for the defence, of recalling the prosecution 
witnesses for cross-examination should be discontinued. The Magistrate may, 
if he thinks fit, summon witnesses for the defence after hearing the prosecution 
evidence, but all Magistrates should remember that it is entirely discretion 
with them t6 do so, and if the accused fails within reasonable time to apply 
for summonses between the dates on which summons was served on him gnd 
the date of hearing, I.think the Magistrate only in very exceptional circum- 
stances summon his witnesses. Certainly the prosecution witnesses should not 


be re-summoned for cross-examination, 


ulna are sincerely grateful for this kindly act of the District. 


SanJIVAN!, 
June 18th, 1903. 


BaNGAvas!, — 
June 20th, 1903. 


BasumMatTi, 
June 20th, 1903. 


Nava YUQ, 
June 20th, 1903. 
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(3) In section 145 proceedings, if either party fails to comply with the 
Mazistrate’s order to file his written statement or fails to produce evidence 
summary order should be passed in favour of the other party who complies 
with the Magistrate’s order. If neither party complies, an immediate ordor 
should be passed under section 146, Criminal Procedure Code. In no case and 
under no circumstances can I conceive that more than one adjournment should 
be granted, and even this as a rule should be refused. - 

(4) In police cases the present practice followed by most Magistrates ig 
to examine the prosecution witnesses who are also cross-examined, and then, 
after the prosecution is closed, to allow all the prosecution witnesses to be 
recalled for cross-examination. | a 

(5) Much more use should be made of section 514 Criminal Procedure 
Code, Generally the full amount of the bond should be forfeited. 


(Sd.) W. B. Txomson... 


Mr, Thomson may have been actuated by a good motive in issuing the 
circular. But will his Deputies be able to realise his motive and act according 
to it? Many people believe that they will not. Many people are also disposed 
to doubt if Mr. Thomson had the power to issue such a circular without the 
authority of the High Court. The law has given Deputy Magistrates, 
when sitting as judicial officers, absolutele freedom in the disposal of cases, 
and it is not right for District Magistrates to interfere with this. freedom and 
prevent them from acting according to law and their own conscience. 

The truth is that it is not right for Government to place young and 


inexperienced officers. like Mr. Thomson in charge of.a big and responsible 
district like Mymensingh. 
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(d)—Education. oi 
Au Puncs, = 21. Al Punch [Bankipore| of the 13th June has the following :— 


June 13th, 1903. ne Among the works which Lord Curzon ‘has | 

—— on the Universities. yndertaken to make his Indian Viceroyalty memor- 

able, three are the most prominent—(1) the Delhi 
Darbar, a demonstration which was a combination of Imperial greatness and 
Eastern magnificence; (2) the scheme of Police reform, and (3) the scheme of 
University reform. His Excellency’s eminence as a scholar, administrator, and 
diplomat, has nowhere been displayed with such brilliant effect as in this 
University education question. In his Simla speech Lord Curzon explained 


at length all the defects of the present University curriculum and enunciated 
his views of reform to the following effect: —- = 


The practice of giving employment only to graduates in the public service 
should no longer be followed, because to this practice are to be attributed all 
the present defects of the Indian Universities. In future, in the competitive 
examination for the recruitment of officers for the services of the State, candi- 
dates should be admitted irrespective of any University qualifications, The 
candidates who will fulfil the conditions laid down in the rules of such 
examination will be taken into such services. In fact, the Indian Universities 
should be otireny closed against those who read in schools with the sole view — 
of making themselves fit for the services of the State. India has not, up to the 
present moment, made satisfactory progress in knowledge because of this 
ignoble aim of the Indian students in their scholastic career. University 
education should be’ given only to the earnest seeker of knowledge, and to 
those who seek it in order to make the best use of it. ‘here ought to be 
technical education in India, so that the sons of well-to-do Indians may devote 
their energy to the development of the trades and industries of their country 
by acquiring a knowledge of technical sciences. 

8 expression of His Lordship’s views filled every Indian heart with the - 
hope that His Excellency would give the Universities a new course for good. 
But the lengthy recommendations of the Universities Commission have quite 
taken us abeck. To our wise men the recommendations are but so many barriers 
— of set purpose in the path of education. The spirit in which the con- 

itions under which schools and colleges can maintain their existence are laid 
down is semething like a two-edged sword, one of which will kill high education 
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other will butcher primary education. But that is quite against the spirit 
toed Curzon’s Simla noah. In fact, the Commission intends to narrow the 
scope of Western education in India—a loss which nothing can compensate. 
But Lord Curzon promised to encourage native arts and industries as a. compen- 
sation for the loss which we are. to sustain by being deprived of education. If 
that is done, we shall be highly satisfied ; else no one, not to speak of ourselves, 
will approve of the proposals of the Commission, because they will affect the wel- 
fare of the country. The welfare of a country 18 the source from which a civilized 
government derives its prosperity, while its disaffection is the cause of the ruin 
of Government. Her late Majesty the Queen says in the Proclamation of 1857 
“Tn your contentment lies my strength, and in your DP sry orn | my welfare.” 
In fact, the curtailment of high education will surely fect injuriously both the 
country and the Government. Ifyou d o not. believe us better read the 
history of India on the eve of the Sepoy Mutiny. What was the condition of the 
people and the country at that time? The history ofthat time is but a record 
of carnage and bloodshed. There was no mutual confidence between the rulers 
and the ruled—a circumstance which resulted in the Mutiny which shook the 
very foundations of the Indian Empire. This event was due to the complete 
ignorance of the people at that time. It is therefore clear that if the 
recommendations of the Commission be given effect to and high education 
be abolished, the people will resume much _ of their former characteristics. We 
are sorry for the recommendations of the Commission, specially because we fear 
there may be at no distant date a disturbance of the public peace for which we 
are wholly indebted to Western education. The British Government, with all 
its arms. and ammunition, will not be able to confer on India half as much 
peace as has been effected by English education. A kingdom which possesses 
a good many. engines of destruction is not at all stronger than one with its 
foundations laid firmly in the loyalty and implicit faith of its subjects. We see 
that education is the best means of teaching loyalty to a subject people like 
the Indians. It is certainly due to English education that men, whose fore- 
fathers thought it a meritorious deed to shed the blood of an Englishman and 
cut him to pieces, thinks it his bounden duty to save the life of the commonest 
English officer at his personal risk. 


‘What is it that now keeps India in a perfect state of peace and comfort? 


Is it English troops? Certainly not. The number of Englishmen in India 
taken together is just like a drop of water in a vast ocean or a grain of sand in 
a. vast sandy desert, and the quantity of gunpowder which they have in store 
will not be half as much as is spent by the people of India in merry-makings. 
A lizard can be killed by a swarm of ants. What, then, of a swarm of men? 
In fact, no one can say that Englishmen have kept Indiain a state of peace. 
It is loyalty and implicit devotion to the sovereign nation which has kept 
India in such a state. Education is the source from which this ‘sentiment 
springs. This loyalty and devotion is sufficient guarantee for peace and for 
the security of India from foreign invasion. If the number of troops in 
India is reduced to half the number and the number of colleges is doubled, the 
kingdom will be four times more powerful than it is at preseut, because 
the educated natives will serve the purposes of soldiers. Many native Rajas 
and Nawabs went as volunteers to the Boer war, the Somaliland expedition, 
and the Tirah expedition. What was the reason of that? | They did so 
because Western education had made them understand that their safety. depends 
upon the permanance of British rule in India, In fact, education is the 
life and soul of British supremacy in India, and if it be taken away, the Indians 
are sure to resume their former character. of ferocity and bloodthirstiness. 
God forbid it! es 
<2. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 19th June says that on the 31st 
The dismissal of ‘all Inenecting LatcH last, the District Board of Midnapore 
Pandits in the Midnapore dietriet’, 188ued a notice to the effect that the services of the 
ee "Inspecting Pandits under it would not be required 
after three months from the date of the notice. Although the Inspecting 
Pandits were not Government servants, they. always believed that their posts 
were permanent. The attitude of the Education Department in this matter, 


as shown in the advice given to them on the 1st May 1900 and in paragraphs. 


> and 6 of letter No. 830T.—G., of the 10th June 1902, confirmed this belief 


HITavani. 
June 19th, 1903. 
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BaNGAaVasl, 
June 20th, 1903, 


PEOPLE AND 
PRATIVASI, 


June 22nd, 1908, 


and the 
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‘on their part. It.is on the strength of this belief that these poor 


; a al T people hay, 
ir posts for 19 or 20 years, and now they are going to ° 
away in their old age without sayitae on which to fall tg be driven 


It j 
that Government will not fail to make some provision for their ma 18 hoped 


intenance, 
23. The Bangavasi cromagme the 20th June writes as follows:— 


ee e results of the Sanskrit first, seco 
Cece atone and the title examinations recently published = ie 
satisfactory. The scholarships granted by the 
Government have greatly encouraged the study of Sanskrit. There has beep 
a steady increase in recent years in the number of candidates appearing at the 
Sanskrit examinations. This year the number rose to 4,000, which is 
perhaps eo than the total number of students belonging to the Allahabad 
unjab Universities put together. 8 : 
A novel feature of this year’s examinations is the fact that six candidates 
from the Sanskrit College and thirty-four from the Sanskrit Collegiate School 
have been successful in these examinations. When it is remembered that the 
professors and the students of the Sanskrit College are not eligible for the 
Government scholarships, the zeal that has been displayed by them cannot but 
be highly praised. In the title examinations the Sanskrit College stands first 
in Vedanta and in Kavya, and in the second examination it heads the list in 
Kavya and the Vedas. In the first examination, also, a candidate from the same 
College has obtained the first place in Vyakarana, | 
he Sanskrit College might be considered in two different. aspects: - first 
us a model to], and, secondly, as an interpreter between ancient India and 
modern Europe. As a éol, the Sanskrit College has acquitted itself well, as 
shown by its results in the above examinations. As an interpreter of 
ancient Iudia, also, it has discharged its duties very creditably. Hitherto the 
syllabus fixed for the M.A. examination included a little of Kavya, Vyakarana, 
Nyaya, Veda, Vedanta, and comparative grammar. But recently, the University 
has made arrangements for conferring the M, A, degree wholly in Shardarsen 
or in Vedanta. 
Last year two students obtained the newly created M.A. degree in 
Shardarsan and four the M. A. degree in Sankrit under the old system from 


the Sanskrit College. It will be thus seen that the Sanskrit College has done 


good work in imparting high education both in English and Sanskrit. __ 
24, Referring to the proposed appointment of some new Professors in the 
Calcutta Sanskrit College, the People and Pratvwasi 
FP nahh ag 0 a Professors [Calcutta] of the 22nd June says that there is not 
College. so much necessity for appointing new Professors 
to the College department as there is for the 
appointment of some additional and competent teachers to the School td 
ment. The number of students in the Sanskrit department of the College 
is 80 few that if more Professors are appointed, there is every probability of 
such Professors remaining idle for want of pupils. The School department, 
on the other hand, is sadly in need of more and abler teachers. 

If, in appointing new Professors in the Sanskrit College, Government's 
object is to promote the cause of Sanskrit education in the province, that object 
would be better served by its spending the money, it is bent on spending ™ 
the Sanskrit College, in awarding stipends to Sanskrit Professors who keep té 
of their own in the mufassal, and who have a reputation for learning. For, the 
tols in the mufassal contain far larger numbers of students than the Sanskrit 
department of the Sanskrit College. : 

If, however, Government is determined upon the appointment of new 
Professors in the Sanskrit College, it should not leave the choice of candidates — 
to the Principal. A Committee should be formed of such old and learned 
meu as Mahamahopadhyayas Mahes Chandra Nyayaratna, Chandra Kanta 
Tarkalankar, Kamakhya Nath Tarkabagis, Krishna Nath Nyayapanchanad, 
and Raj Krishna Tarkapanchanan, to select candidates for the posts. Tf there 
are found competent men in the Sanskrit College itself, they may be given any 
of the new posts they may be fit for. Among eminent pandits who are holding 
tols in yarious places and from among whom the selection may be , 
the following names may be mentioned, namely :— | 


(1) Freee Debi Prasanna Smritiratna, of Belpuskarani, Professor of 
mrttt. : i 
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(2) Pandit Hari Nath Vedantabagis, Raj Pandit of Burdwan, Professor 
of Smritt and Darsan. 
(3) Pandit Purna Chandra Vedanta Chunchu, of Berhampore, Professor 


of Darsan. bos 
(4) Pandit Bhagavati Charan Smrititirtha, of Calcutta, Professor of 
Smriit. : 


(5) Pandit Kali Kumar Tarkatirtha, of Calcutta, Professor of Smritt, 

(6) Pandit Ashutosh Tarka and Nyaya Tirtha, of Mallikpur, Professor 
of Nyaya. 

(7) Pandit Durga Charan Sankhya and Vedanta Tirtha, of Bhawani- 
pore, Professor of Darsan. 


It is to be hoped that Government will permit no jobbery to be committed 

‘n the filling up of the new posts. | 
16. The Peapli and Prativast [Calcutta] of the 24th June complains of 
ae the want of able Professors in English in the 
Rha on i lenita, the Presidency College, Calcutta. Mr. Hallward 
has been made an Inspector of Schools and 
Mr. Percival’s health is shattered, and some unknown Bengalis have taken 
the places of the few European Professors who used to teach English there. 
It is no wonder that men turned out by a college which has such an inefficient 
staff should bring disgrace on University education, And it is the deficient 
education of these men which is reflected in the students of private colleges 
because it is they who generally do the professorial work in such institutions. 
Government would have done a real service to the cause of education if, 
instead of making only a fuss by means of the Universities Commission, it had 

appointed a number of really good Professors to the Presidency College. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


26. Referring to the Bengal Government’s proposal to appoint a Deputy 

___ Magistrate to the Chairmanship of the Burdwan 

ae. Fedo — Municipality, the Burdwan Sanjivant (Burdwan! 
cipality. | of the 16th June writes as follows:— 


Government is at liberty to do whatever it 


likes and it is not bound to explain its conduct to anybody. But its silence 
as to the causes which ledit to seek to deprive Burdwan of the privilege of 
appointing its Municipal Chairman has naturally raised suspicions in the 
public mind about the honesty of its motive in this matter. It is generally 
believed that since the conferring of local self-government on the country 
by Lord Ripon, the officials have been looking on the privilege with suspicious 
eyes, and that it is for this reason that they are trying to deprive the Muni- 
cipalities, one by one, of the right of appointing their own Chairman. If 
that is the real intention of the Government, why does it try to conceal it? 
There is an English proverb—“ Give the dog a bad name and then hang him,” 
and let Government act according to this advice in this matter. 

To turn to the merits and demerits of the Burdwan Municipality. Under 
the system of local self-government the lighting and watering of the town 


have greatly improved, better service of privies has been secured, the condition | 


of roads has become better, and an end has almost been put to all oppressions 
attending the assessment and realisation of rates, while the supply of 
tl teary has improved the health of the town. Rai Nalinaksha Basu 
: - — Chairmanship has shown to the Government what a good un- 
— hairman is capable of doing, and there are many men in Burdwan 

0 are as able as the Rai Bahadur is. Government should therefore announce 


the reason why it desires the appointment of an official to the Chairmanship 
pality. There is, however, one thing which we are bound to say 


of the Munici 


against the Commissioners of the Municipality, namely, that during the last few 
years there has occurred a great schism and much dissension in their camp. 
. a for this reason that Government is taking the undesired and undesirable 
ae Let them try to regain their old union and, as a necessary consequence, 
Pe old strength. If the cannot do this, let them resign. Why should 

ey, by their own fault, deprive the public of a cherished privilege? Let 
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them fall on their knees before the Government and ask forgiveness for an 
fault of which they may have been guilty in its eyes, y 
27. The Sanjivani (Calcutta) of the 18th June writes as follows :— 


on kc a Lord Curzon has transferred the man 

atta Reaipalltg. or the “of the Calcutta Municipality from the 
native to those of the European Co 

But Mr. J. G. Apcar has recently brought to light certain facts which 
illustrate how the European Commissioners are robbing the tax-payers of 
Calcutta. The Calcutta Municipal Act says that no partner of any yp. 
registered firm entering into any contract with the Municipality shall he 
allowed to serve the Municipality as a Commissioner. In spite of this 
Mr. Bertram, a partner of Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie & Co., continues “ 
Commissioner, although the above firm has contracted with the Municipality 
for supplying the wood required for covering certain streets and Sutna stone 
required for other purposes. Mr. Cable, the President of the Calcutta Chamber 
of Commerce, first secured from the Municipality a contract for supplying 
artificial stone and sent in his resignation afterwards. Mr. Bradshaw, another 
Commissioner, and a partner of Walter Locke & Co,, privately secured a 
contract worth a few thousand rupees, although the Act directs public 
invitation of tenders for all contracts above one thousand rupees in value, 
The above facts indicate what is going on in the Municipality. If any one 
could expose the way in which contracts are being given out, the public would 


come to learn how Lord Curzon’s Municipal Act is working and who are the 


agement 
hands of the 


MmMissioners, 


_ persons that are actually benefited by the money of the rate-payers. 


28. The Hitavadi [Calcutta]. of the 19th June has been astonished to 
ee ee ae learn that a great effort is beiig made in Burdwan 
dengered ia Berdwen town. town to have an official, a Deputy Magistrate, 
appointed as Chairman of the local Municipality, 
It is a matter of great regret that the authorities are trying to deprive 
mufassal Municipalities of self-government. It was only the other day that 
a Deputy Magistrate was appointed as the Chairman of the Bogra Municipality 
ates 2 through the efforts of the District Magistrate of Bogra. It is hoped 
that the Municipal Commissioners of Burdwan will unanimously make a 
vigorous protest against the appointment of an official as their Chairman. 
29. A correspondent of the same paper says that extensive jobbery was 
ei tas seule ata at practised in the municipal election, which took 
South Barrackpore. ~—~—~—~—~—~S«C*@Place on the 23rd May last, in the Kharhdaha 
ward of the South Barrackpore Municipality, and 
great partiality was shown by the polling officer in recording votes, He 
all a Hindu named Akalu Chaudhuri to vote in the name of a Musalman 
named Shaik Akalu in spite of a protest against it from a candidate, whilst he 
disallowed the vote of one Krishnalal Banerji, who was his co-villager, although 
the man showed municipal bills in hisname. Again, Babu K. M. Ganguli, a 
pleader of the High Court, having come to know that the name of one Nivaran 
Chatterji, a relation of the polling officer, Aghor Babu, was secretly inserted 
in the voting list of a certain candidate, wrote to the District Traffic Superinten- 
dent of Sahebganj, under whom Nivaran Chatterji served, enquiring if 
Nivaran Chatterji had not been present in his office on the 23rd May last. 
On the 6th June last areply came to this letter to the effect that Nivaran 
Chatterji was present in office on the 23rd May last. Amrita Babu, a Deputy 
Magistrate, came to inquire into the matter on the petition of a large number 
of rate-payers. But he said, in the presence of a good number of respectable 
people who were ready to give evidence in the matter, that whilst he would 
not believe what fifty of them would say, he would believe what the polling 
officer and his three associates would say. Why did the Deputy Magistrate 
then take the trouble of coming up to the place to make an enquiry? ‘The 


matter is very serious, and the District Magistrate is requested to enquire 


into it. 
30. The People and Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 20th June has the follow- 
ee i tices ing in its English columns :— : 
— oe Where is the Commissioner to ask the Chair- 


man of the Calcutta Municipality to submit @ 
statement showing how many Indian officials have been removed from the 
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rd to make room for Europeans or Eurasians since it passed into the hands 
ot the Government? One “a the objects of Sir A. Mackenzie and his 
supporters, in depriving the Indians of the control of the Municipality, was 
certainly to expel as many Indians as possible to make room for aliens— 
domiciled Europeans, Eurasians, “Poor Whites” and so forth. Will 
Mr. Apcar or Mr, Cotton be pleased to ask the Chairman to furnish the state- 
ment noted above? For we dare say, a document like it will go a great way 
to show why the Indians were deprived of the control they used to exercise 
over the Calcutta Municipality. Fancy the nature of the gruesome vandalism ! 
The privilege of local self-government was first conferred upon the citizens 
and they were allowed to enjoy it for twenty-five years; and then suddenly 
they were robbed of it without any cause whatever. By the bye, Lord Curzon 
says proudly in effect that no matter what his colour, race or religion may 
be, no sooner does a man touch the British soil and acknowledge British rule 
than he becomes entitled to all the privileges of a British citizen. How long 
will the English people permit the selfish rulers of India to keep the Indians 
in leading strings and treat them as a conquered race and trample the 
Proclumation of Queen Victoria under foot ? 

31. The Pallivast [Calcutta] of the 24th June writes as follows :— 

Stop, O ruler of Bengal. Revoke not your 
grant. Why show your disfavour to those, O 
master, to whom you have once shown favour ? 
Why take back the small measure of self-government that you have granted. 
O English Government, you are the ruler of the universally adored Aryavarta. 
It is by your favour that the poor Indians have acquired the right of self- 
government. It is you who, by the education you have given them, have 
awakened in their heart a desire for self-government. Otherwise in autocratic 
India everybody would have been content to rely completely upon Government. 

O ruler of Bengal, Burdwan and Bhagalpur are two advanced districts 
under your administration. You have had dear proofs that the work of self- 
government has been conducted very satisfactorily in both these districts. 
It is you who, as a mark of your.satisfaction, have | Het Nalinaksha Babu, 
Chairman of the Burdwan Municipality, with the title of Rai Babadur and 
granted a certificate of honour to Devendra Babu. Itis by your acts that the 
people have been led to conclude that. the work of self-government has been 
conducted well. Why are you then trying to appoint officials in the place of 
those whom you praised and honoured with titles only the other day ? 

___ Last time we gave a slight hint of this matter. This time we shall be a 
little more explicit. The Bengal Government wishes to appoint Deputy 
Magistrates as Chairmen of the Burdwan and Bhagalpur Municipalities. At 
any rate, a demi-official letter to this effect has been sent from the Bengal 
Secretariat to Mr. Chotzner, Magistrate of Burdwan. In thatletter he has been 
— to summon the Municipal Commissioners and ask them whether or no 
re are prepared to accept Amrita Babu, Deputy Magistrate of Baraset, for 

elr Chairman. The Magistrate did as he was bid. The proposal gave many 
of the Commissioners a turn. The Commissioners asked the Magistrate in 
oe torn, haby was to pay a paid Chairman ? The Magistrate wired this 
o the Secretariat, whence a reply was wired at once that the salary of 


Municipal self-government 
threatened in Bengal. 


the Chairman would be paid by Government. Many of the Commissioners 


present were quite overcome with this kindness of the Lieutenant-Governor, 


me ® : powerful emotion . pervaded the entire local community like an electric 


It was the same in Bhagalpur. There, too, the Magistrate was directed to 


make a similar enquiry, which enquiry was duly made by him. Both in 
ewan, and Bhagalpur there has been a ditiecente of bE among the 
ommissioners. In both the places some Commissioners have agreed to 
re with the demand of Government. With a view to please Government, 
oe Commissioners of Bhagalpur have asked for a paid Vice-Chairman. But 
© rate-payers of Burdwan are not prepared to accede to the request of 
Overnment, so that Indra Babu of Burdwan, who never takes part in an 
munrgel affair, is submitting a memorial on behalf of the rate-payers as their 
fresident. The rate-payers called a public meeting and strongly protested 
against the proposal of the Bengal Government and cried shame on those 


} 
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Commissioners who had agreed to it. The Commissioners have been e] 
by the rate-payers to defend the cause of self-government. Is it not, then to 
act treacherously to betray that cause in this unjustifiable manner? If you 
O master, appoint a Deputy Magistrate as Chairman, in the face of the protest 
of hundreds of rate-payers, at the instance of a handful of Commissioners we 
shall know that self-government in Bengal is doomed. 

Would it not be well, O master, to inform the public of the object of 
having two Deputy Magistrates as Municipal Chairmen at the cost of Govern. 
ment ? The public are unable to understand why Government should be go 
willing to pay a Chairman when an efficient Chairman can be had for nothing. 
And why should this attempt be made in Burdwan and Bhagalpur only? Js 
it because to appoint an official Chairman is to circumscribe self-government ? 
The Chairman is the master and not the servant of the Municipality. I£ the 
rate-payers, therefore, be deprived of the right of electing the Chaixman the 
will be totally deprived of self-government. ‘Everything in this box ig 
yours, only I keep the key in my possession.” What respectable man will seek 
to become Commissioner on conditions like these? Will not the dignity of the 
Commissioners be lowered if they have to carry out the orders of the official 
Chairman in every matter? You are our instructor in these matters. Tell us 
whether it would not be so. 

Is there, O master, no man in the Burdwan and Bhagalpur Municipalities 
who can perform efficiently the duties of Chairman ? If there be not such a 
man even among the rate-payers of those two Municipalities, then it must be 
admitted that there is no manin any Municipality in Bengal who is fit to 
become Municipal Chairman, and that being admitted, it clearly follows that 
Government should provide every Municipality in the Province with a paid 
Chairman at its own cost, for it would not be right to make any difference 
between Municipalities in this matter. Do you, O ruler, wish to bring one 
Municipality after another under your control with a view to demonstrate 
the worthlessness of Bengalis? No, no, you are the representative of the 
most powerful English Government, and as such you are incapable of 
so mean a trick. There must be some- deep design at the root of 
this action of yours. Be that object what 1t may, stop, O master, 
and do not interfere with self-government since your well-educated disciples 
and poor subjects are extremely pained at it. Mr. Bourdillon, we earnestly 
entreat you to stop. Stop yet, and God will bless you. : 
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( f )\—Questions affecting the land. 


Bua, 32. The Brkas [ Barisal] of the 16th June complains that great oppres- 


June 16th, 1908. a sion is being committed on the people by the 
gall Geb sottiement gmia and choprasis of the ciiohaul camps in 
Backergunge, not unoften with the connivance of the 

officers in charge of the camps. People are constantly receiving names like 

‘sala’ ‘ haramzada,’ &c., and thrashings at the hands of the underlings. A 
correspondent draws attention to the treatment which three men, Gahar Ali 

of Khapura, Yakub Khan of Dudhalman, and Ochman Khan of Bharpasa, 

received at the hands of the amla and chaprasis of the Sahebganj camp, and 


one at Shem, Yakub Khan, at the hands of the Deputy Collector in charge 
imeelf, : 


"Manon BaNDHAY, 33. The Medini Bandhab [Midnapore] of the 17th June says :— 


June 17th, 1908, ae The survey operations in the Contai khas 
os Makes has mehals _~—somahals have te 4 wmualal on account of the rains. 

But a survey of the pargana Balarampur, near 

Khargapur, has been taken up. Here, too, the amins and the chain-men are 

greatly oppressing the raiyats. They are forcibly taking from the raiyats articles 

of food without paying for them. Coolies are made to work all day long 

without remuneration. Raiyats offering resistance are beaten. The people 

of Balarampur pargana are in great distress on account of scarcity of 


food consequent on the failure of the rains, and their distress is beig 
aggravated by such oppression. 
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(9)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


84, The Suhrid [Noakhali] of the 15th June has the following :— 
; ~ Greatinconvenience is suffered by passengers on 
seein BRA the Laksam-Noakhali section of the Assam-Bengal 
Railway. The cars are frequently overcrowded. The number of passengers 
has largely increased, but the number of cars has not been increased in 
proportion. It is not unusual to find the ticket-collectors locking up for a 
small bribe a compartment with only three or four passengers in it, while 
thrusting 15 or 16 persons in another compartment. The booking clerks open 
their window only a few minutes before the arrival of the trains, thus 
putting the passengers to great trouble. The booking clerks purposely do so 
in order that they may find an opportunity to defraud passengers by taking 
their money and in the golmai omitting to deliver them any tickets in 
return. Want of drinking-water is another cause of complaint. There is no 
arrangement for supplying the passengers with drinking-water both at the 


Laskam and Noakhali stations. Passengers for Noakhali have to change at | 


Laksam and wait for about six hours before they can get the train for 
Noakhali. Want of water is acutely felt by them while waiting in the changing 
station. 
35. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th June 
says:— 
Irrigation works forthe Bankura : The inbubitants of the. Bankura district are 
— oor and ignorant, and suffer greatly from want 
of water as well as from disease. It would be impossible to ameliorate their 
condition unless the Government comes to their rescue. The Government has 
indeed spent a few hundred rupees in digging wells. But these wells can at 
best partially supply the want of pure drinking-water, and are altogether 
insufficient for coping with the needs of agricultural operations. The Supreme 
Government should excavate irrigation canals in those districts where they are 
needed and practicable, repair the old existing canals, and dig large tanks in 
suitable places. No doubt this will require outlay of money, but even the 
poor raiyats of Bankura will not refuse to contribute in aid of the necessary 
funds in the shape of a water-tax, when they consider the large benefits 
that are likely to accrue to the agriculture of the district from the execution 
of such works. | 
36, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika | Calcutta] of the 17th 


| June says :— 
A complaint against a railway 


jemadar. A certain railway jamadar unnecessarily 


harassed the ladies travelling with a Sub-Deputy 
Collector by compelling them tochange from one compartment to another at the 
Asansol railway station. On the latter’s objecting to the change, the jamadar 
abused him in insulting language. The Sub-Deputy Collector made a complaint 
to the Sub-Inspector of Police, who sent a constable to inquire. But the jama- 
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dar used abusive language towards both the constable and the Sub-Inspector. — 


If a person in the position of a Sub-Deputy Collector could be treated in this 


Sen it may be very well imagined what treatment is accorded to common 
people. | 


37. Referring to the tramcar accidents in Calcutta, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] 
of the 18th June says:— 


Tramcar accidents in Calcutta. ° , 
Po Serre Like fever, cholera, and the plague, the tramcar 


accidents have _proved to be another pestilence in Calcutta. But like the 
others, it is not irremediable. Owing to the negligence of the tramway authori- 


ties, a large number of deaths have occurred within a short time. How long 
will the authorities remain so indifferent ? | 


388. The same paper says that a fearful collision occurred between 

= @ passenger train anda goods train midway between. 

gol Berth We nen the Ben- the stations Bandwar Chak and mated on the 
P Bengal North-Western Railway. The fearful nature 
of the scene after the collision cannot be adequately described in words. 


SANJIVANT, 
June 18th, 1903 
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Probably many of the dead were removed to some other place during the night. | 


La object the Railway Company had in view in doing this none can say. 
he Company has reported that fourteen persons were killed and forty 
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wounded. But only the statements of the eye-witnesses and of the inhabitants 
of the locality can give an adequate idea of the fearful nature of the oc 

39. The Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 19th June publishes the 

. railway complaints :— | 
Reilway complaints. | (1) Babu Sailendra Bhattacharyya, writ 
, 7 4 oye ° ) Ing 

from Tamluk, complains of the want of a waiting-room in the Kolaghat station 
on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, which causes great inconvenience and hardsh; 
to such passengers as come from Tamluk by the Ghatal steamer line and haya 
to wait at the station for two or three hours at midday before they get a train. 
There is a corrugated iron shed below the station embankment, but it is open on 
all sides and without any arrangement for seats. Besides these, the excrement, 
of stray catile, who have free access into it, and other sorts of dirt, make it 
quite unfit for use. Watermen are never found in the stations from Kolaghat 
to Midnapore. This causes great hardship to passengers in this hot seagon, 
Complaint is also made of irregularity is the starting of the passenger train, 
which ought to leave the Midnapore station at 4-15 a.m. ) 

(2) Babu KedarNath Mitra, writing from Chandernagore, takes exception to 
the decision of Babu. Srinath Sen, a Deputy Magistrate of Hooghly, in fining a 
certain daily passenger named Abhay Charan Sarkar Rs.7 for travelling with 
a monthly ticket issued in the name, U. C. Sarkar. Abhay Babu claimed the 
ticket to be really his, and asked the authorities to produce the man U. C. Sarkar 
if he was not the man. The railway authorities are requested to look into the 
matter. 

(s) Harendra Nath Das, writing from the Pateswari station, Dhubri, says 
that on the 5th May last he booked a kid from the Pateswari station to the Dhubri 
station under receipt No. 58. At the latter station the station-master misappro- 
priated it and drove away the correspondent with insults. | , 

(4) Babu Brajer Chand Goswani, writing from Nadia, says that on the 30th 
March last he went to the Santipur station and asked the station-master and 
booking clerk for 15 tickets from that place to the Kulchharhi station on the 
Brahmaputra-Sultanpur Branch line. The station-master asked him to take 
tickets for Santahar because, he said, there were then no tickets for Kulchharhi 
in the station. On this the correspondent asked him to write out blank tickets, 
because the passengers who were to travel with them being females, would be 
put to great difficulty in purchasing new tickets in the Santahar station. The 
station-master said rather angrily that he could not write out 15 blank tickets, 
although there was stiil one hour for the arrival of the train. The correspondent 
said that it was for purposes like this that the Railway Company employed men. 
On this the station-master got furiously enraged and abused him. The correspon- 
dent was thus obliged to take tickets to Santahar, sy 

(5) Kamala Kanta Chatterji, writing from Bankura, says that theft of booked 
goods of every description by railway servants on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
has assumed such a fearful magnitude as to frighten the merchants of that part 
of the country about their trades, ‘I'he railway authorities shield their subor- 
dinates and refuse the claims of plundered merchants on the ground of ‘ risk- 
notes.” Oil, ghee, tobacco, and many other things are booked under “ risk-notes,” 
and the railway authorities ignore all responsibility for their loss, even when 


currence, 
following 


they are stolen by railway servants. 


(6) Babu Hari Prasad Majumdar, writing from Akhuria, Tippera, says that 
at 11 a.m. on the 3rd April last a young woman was roughly eaed Po by 2 
chaprast attached to the Bhingara station on the Assam-Bengal Railway for 
entering a second class compartment by mistake. The correspondent brought 
the matter to the notice of the station-master and the head guard of the train, 
but to no effect. Babu Jaladhar Laskar, a signaller attached to the Chandpur 
station, witnessed the chaprasi’s conduct. | 
40. A correspondent of the same paper says that repeated failures of 
The imines de tn a oe caused in the Daltakharai, Paharpur, and 
in the Midnapore district. Keoramal parganas within the Conta 
ee mahal in the Midnapore district by the want of 
proper drainage in regard to the surplus waters accumulating in their fields have 
ought the cultivators to the verge of utter destitution. Last year they had 
to sell whatever moveable property they possesed for their subsistence. Many 
of them were obliged to leave their homes in quest of employment elsewhere, 
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1, many others died of diseases caused by penury and starvation. It is in 
an dian Jf things that the local fahsi/dar has proclaimed by beat of drum 
that the lands of those whose arrears of revenue will amount to more than 
Rs. 5 each will be put under certificate. Now, where are the poor people to 

9? Evena stone will weep at their distress. In December last the Divi- 
sional Commissicner, accompanied by the Subdivisional Officer, visited the 
parganas and consoled their inhabitants with sweet words of hope. After that 
the Subdivisional Officer again visited the parganas and made a plan for 
excavating a drainage ‘hal for their benefit, But nothing further has 
heen done in the matter, although the cost of the work 1s not likely to exceed 
Rs. 4,000. The attention of the Lieutenant-Governor 1s drawn to the destitute 
condition of the people brought about by the parsimony of the Government on 
the one hand, and the oppression attending the realisation of revenue on 


the other. 


(h}— General. 


41, The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 18th June says:— 

‘There is a post-office at the Hooghly railway 
station, but owing to the negligence of the railway 
sorters, letters meant for the Hooghly railway station are frequently missent 
to the Hooghly civil station. Lettersdue in the morning often reach in the 
evening or on the following day in consequence. Repeated representations 
to the Postmaster-General on the subject have produced no effect. 

42, A correspondent of the Hitavadi _ Calcutta] of the 19th June says that 

the fact that in spite of the decline of the sugar indus- 
Income-tax assessment =n trv in the Jessore district the income-tax collected in 
Jessore. : - 
it has increased by a few thousand rupees, is enough 
to indicate the oppressive nature of its assessment. Objections made to 
assessments are not listened to. If any one happens to incur the displeasure 
of the assessor, he may be sure to have a heavy income-tax assessed upon him. 
It is in this way that an income-tax of Rs. 15 has been imposed on Babu Janaki 
Nath Ray Choudhuri of Noapara near Jessore town, who had not to pay any 
tax before, without any enquiry into his real income. On the other hand, many 
people who ought to pay the tax get immunity from it through the assessor’s good 
grace. On the 13th September 1902 Janaki Babu made a complaint accusing 
a Clerk attached to the local income-tax office of bribery. A judicial enquiry 
was held into the matter by Babu Fakir Chand Chatterjee, Deputy Magistrate, 
and afterwards the clerk ‘was transferred to the Form Department, showing 
that the charge against him had been proved. But Janaki Babu, in spite of his 
repeated applications for it, has not got a copy of the Deputy Magistrate’s 
report in the case. If the clerk has been really found guilty of taking bribes 
how is it that he still continues in Government service? The attention of the 
Lieutenant-Governor is drawn to the matter. 
43. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 22nd June says that the Govern- 


i ii ment has recently issued orders for stopping the 
ReaD ei circulation of the rupees coined in 1840. When- 


A postal complaint. 


ever these rupees happen to fall into the hands of the Government, they 


are punched and returned, and no price is paid for them. This means 
a loss of about 8 annas per rupee to the holders of such coins. The 
Government, although it refuses to be paid in these‘ rupees, does not 
refrain from issuing them to others. Both the richer and the poorer sections 


of the public should try to realise the magnitude of the losses thus inflicted on 
them by the Government. 


IT].—LeaGisLaTion. 
44. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 19th June says :— 
. es | The pernicious habit of smoking cigarettes is 
Foren =o oer gradually spreading amongst school-boys of tender 


years. This habit injuriously affects their body 
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school-boys of this country. It behoves Government to pass a law for 
ing the use of cigarettes by school-boys, just as it has done for prevent; 
the use of cocaine. Eyen America, tke country from which hak dea 
are imported, has passed rigorous laws against their use by school-boys — 


45, A correspondent of the Lducation Gazette | Chinsura ] of the ] 
June says :— ng 
The law requiring security for good 
to be taken from bad” obarneens, . et 
section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code, is, in practice, generally enforeed 
against those who are habitual thieves or receivers of stolen property, or 7h 
habitually commit riots or extortion. This law should be so altered as to Bet 
it applicable also to those immoral persons who are in the habit of enticin m4 
their ruin the wives and daughters of other people. The Hon’ble J udyres of the 
High Court have expressed themselves in favour of such an alteration, which 


is also sure to receive the support of the people of the country, Hindu and 
Muhammadan alike. 


prevent. 


Suggested alteration of the law 
relating to bad characters. 


IV.—-NATIVE STATES, 


46. Referring to the fact that the Maharaja of Nagodh has subscribed 
Rs. 10,000 to the Victoria Memorial Fund, the 
sen ea toe Manel Zitavadé [Calcutta] of the 19th June writes as 
Fund. follows :— 
The following appeared in the Administration 
Report for the year 1859 about the then Maharaja of Nagodh :—* His loyalty 
in the Mutinies was so immediate and spontaneous and of such value at that 
time that these qualities, beyond the mere measure of the assistance he was able 
to render, give a claim alwaysto kind consideration and to our best counsel 
and support in his affairs,” In spite of this solemn pledge on the part of the 
Government made less than 50 years ago, the present Maharaja of Nagodh is 
leading a miserable life as one driven out from his native home and compelled 
to live in foreign lands on the mercy of others. He is knocking about some- 
times in Satna, sometimes in the Vindya hills, sometimes in Bijaypur, sometimes 
in Benares, and soon. His plaintive petitions to the Government are going 
for nothing. He is unable to meet his personal expenses, and mahajans and 
money-lenders are suing his subordinates for his debts. Such is the deplorable 
condition of the Maharaja. Is it possible that he has subscribed Rs, 10,000 to 
the Victoria Memorial Fund of his own accord? In these days the position of 
the native princes in India is such as to make them depend on others in every- 
thing they do. Subscriptions like the above are therefore subscriptions paid 
by British Residents out of the revenues of their States. We cannot even 
imagine of an exiled prince, who bas no control over his own money and who 
has to depend on others for his livelihood, willingly paying such a subscription. 
Even a child can conceive that the conduct of officials in forcing the liberality 
of the people by means of threatsand temptations—threats of official displeasure 
and temptations of titles—is extremely bad,—no better than the conduct of 
dacoits,—and it may not be improper to say that the money thus realised 1s n0 
better than money stolen, 


V1I.—MiusceLLaNeEovs. 


u 


47. Referring to the Prince and Princess of Wales’ rumoured visit to 

Th ak citi of he Bil India in August or September next, the Burdwan 
tWeasia 8 | CSanjwans [Burdwan] of the 16th June says that it 
will be better for plague-stricken and darbar-ridden 

India if their Royal Highnesses do not visit her at present. All her princes 
and notabilities are at present hard up owing to the expenses the had to incur 
on the occasion of the Delhi Darbar. They will, therefore, ut to the 
greatest difficulty in paying proper honour and respect to their Royal, ighnesses 
if they visit India at no distant time. 
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Urrya Papers. 


| Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 3rd June states that 
vo slight rain fei in the Balasore district accompanied 
by a storm = = = damage to "| an nam 
‘t~hntion of the rain all over the district was uneven. Its contem- 
pinche eT Samvad Vahika [Balasore | of the 1 Ith June states that a few local 
showers were P pager — the week — report, and that they more 
d with than he the sowing operations. : 
inter he Utkaldipika [Cuttack] S ‘the R- ve J _ ps bo a the — during 
nerally light and that hot-weather conditions prevail. 
ee 49. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 13th 
Cholera in Angul and Dhen- J14_ gays that cholera prevails in Angul and 
— Dhenkanal. , 

50. The Puri correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 13th 
June says that cholera prevailsin that town. This 
is significant, as there were above 7,000 pilgrims 
during the Snanpurnima festival and more are expected during the ensuing 
Rath Jaira. 

The Banki correspondent of the same paper says that many died of 
cholera in the Banki thana of the Cuttack district, and that their dead bodies 
were seen lying uncared for here and there. 

51. The Samvad Vahika [ Balasore | of the 11th June expresses satis- 

pe | faction and joy at the announcement that the 
of ane erpected visit of the Frince Prince of Wales is expected in India in September 
next. 

52. The same paper hopes that the report of the Railway Commission 

will attract the attention of Government to the 

cate, report of the Railway inconveniences under which the third class 

passengers are labouring, and that these incon- 
veniences will be removed before long. : 

58. In reviewing the administration of Talcher for the past two years 

i i a Garjatbasin [Talcher] of the 13th June 
Telcher — or the observes that the Raja of that State is always 

accessible to his subjects, whom he treats -with 
great kindness, and is therefore sincerely loved by his people. - __ 

04. The same paper regrets to note that the scarcity of betel in Talcher 

‘ostsd eneatinr ta Mae has created great uneasiness among the people of 
piingoars ed imscue that State, with whom it is an important article 
of food. Betel is sold there at the rate of 25 per rupee. 

95. The Utkaldipika (Cuttack) of the 13th June draws the attention of 

cides seek Danii tn < allen the local authorities to the murder and dacoity 
in the Cuttack distric. ©” «= Committed at Sankhjal in mauza Khaman in 
thana Dharmasala in district Cuttack, and requests 

that the offenders should be brought to justice without any delay. 

06. Referring to the porley adopted = England, * conciliation with 

rish tenants at the cost of the public, the same 
Pe Fh stipec wor . Om & paper supports the suggestion of Mr. R. C. Dutt 
| that a similar policy should be adopted in India 


with regard to the rack-rented tenants in those parts where the permanent 
settlement is not in force. 


07. The same paper draws the attention of the Maharaja of Mayurbhanj 
ices as lake the bad equipment and unsatisfactory manage- 
in the Mayurbhanj State. ment of the Karanjia hospital in that State, and 
observes that the hospital afforded very little 
relief to the cholera patients of that village, of whom 25 are reported to have 
died. It is hoped that the Maharaja will lose no time in placing the hospital 
on & satisfactory footing. 
08. Referring to the want of drinking-water in mauza Kantadahara 
Seinen in thana Banki in district Cuttack, the same 
khas vs in the Guitack ac Paper regrets that the Banki khas mahal autho- 
trict. rities neglected to sink wells where they were 
urgently needed. This should not have been the 
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case in a place like Banki, where. the khas mahal authorities have 
improvement fund at their disposal. the estates 


59. Referring to the criminal case instituted in the Court of the Snyb. 


; divisional Magistrate of Jajpur in Cuttack 
caine, agtinst, the lostee of & Mahanta of Patpur against "the radar of gz, te 
pur pound in that district for conveying the cattle 
of the complainant to the pound by force and for realising money from 
the complainant against the law, the same paper requests the Magistrate to 
sift the matter to the bottom, for the oppressions committed by yradars on 
the surrounding people have become a source of great discontent. 
60. Referring to the observations made by the same paper on Mr. 


Gupta, the Commissioner of the Orissa Diyig; 
Mr. Gupte and the case of Mr. Connection with the misunderstanding bean 

Mr. Das and Mr. Schurr, that was reported 
last week, a correspondent explains that Mr. Gupta was not to blame in an 


way, as he was already on leave when the matter was ripe for enquiry, 


The editor seems to accept the explanation and correct his views accord- 
ingly. 


61, The same paper states that the ceremonies in connection with the 
pou . Snan Jatra at the Puri temple passed off quictl 
tng tt? Snan Yatra inthe Part without any hitch or hindrance through the able 


management of the new Manager, and hopes that 
the Rath Jatra ceremonies will be conducted in the same way. : 


62. The same paper points out that the proprietors of yal estates in 


Cuttack, not being supplied with road-cess assess- 
Proprietors of 4jmali estates in 


mass OF ment papers separately, are ignorant of the amounts 
ine nol om with road: of roadcess that they are liable to pay and that 


they are entitled to realise from their tenants, and 

are thus put to great inconvenience and difficulty. T'o take regular copies 
from the Collector’s office would be an expensive affair. It. is therefore 

a that the landlords may be permitted to prepare copies in the 
olle 


ctors’ office by their own men, subject to the control of a Government | 
amla, who will compare and attest the same, and quotes the practice of the 
late Settlement Office in support of his proposal. The writer is, however, 


willing to accept any other method which the Commissioner of the Division 
may consider feasible. 3 | 
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